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Executive Biography of Eric John

Eric John was named president of Boeing Japan and vice
president of Boeing Global in June 2024. He is responsible for the
development and implementation of the Boeing strategy in Japan
across the commercial, defense, and services businesses.

He leads government and community engagement, as well the
expansion of the company’s local presence, and the pursuit of
new growth and productivity opportunities with world-leading
Japanese partners. He is based in Tokyo and reports to Dr.
Brendan Nelson AO, president of Boeing Global. In addition, since
January 2026 he has served as the 62nd President of the
American Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ), working to
strengthen the U.S.—Japan relationship through further
advancement of economic cooperation.

Prior to taking this role, John led Boeing Korea for 10 years. He
headed efforts to integrate and advance all Boeing Korea
activities, and directed country growth strategy implementation,
including the successful establishment of one of the company’s
leading global R&D centers.
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Before joining Boeing, John served as a career member of the
U.S. Senior Foreign Service for 32 years. From June 2013, as an
ambassador, he was the senior advisor for Security Negotiations
and Agreements in the Department of State’s Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs, serving as the principal coordinator of
government policy on an array of international security
agreements. Among them, he concluded landmark defense
arrangements with the Philippines, Australia and Korea.

He previously served as the foreign policy advisor to the chief of staff of the Air Force from 2011 until
June 2013. He was the U.S. ambassador to Thailand from 2007 through 2010. From 2005 to 2007, he
served as the deputy assistant secretary of state for Southeast Asia.

John joined the Foreign Service in 1983 and worked extensively in East Asia. Of his three tours in Korea,
one was as the minister counselor for political affairs at the U.S. Embassy in Seoul. He also served as the
deputy director of Korean Affairs in Washington, D.C. His other tours include deputy principal officer of
the U.S. Consulate General in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; the Orderly Departure Program at the U.S.
Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand; and the U.S. Embassy in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

A native of Indiana, John holds an M.B.A., as well as an M.S. in Entrepreneurship and Innovation, from
Indiana University, an M.S. in National Security Studies from the National War College, and a B.S. in
Foreign Service from Georgetown University. He is a life member of the Council on Foreign Relations,
was a regular columnist for Korea’s Chosun llbo, and speaks Korean and Vietnamese.
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